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ODC “SHOVEL-READY” PROJECT LAUNCHES

Despite economic meltdown, ODC raises nearly $6.5 million and begins renovation on its historic theater

Renovation/expansion of ODC Theater 

marks the completion of the largest dance center on the West Coast

SAN FRANCISCO, CA—May 1, 2009—DC is pleased to announce that, as of April 2009, expansion/renovation has begun on ODC Theater, one of the most generative and ambitious venues for dance and contemporary performing arts in the country. “We are within $200,000 of the final construction bid of $6.5million,” said Lynn Feintech, chair of ODC’s capital campaign effort. 

The renovation/expansion of ODC Theater concludes ODC’s extraordinary 25-year effort to realize a national center for contemporary dance and performance artists on the West Coast — and makes the ODC Campus, at 36,000 square feet, the largest, state-of-the-art dance center in the region.

Thirty years ago, in 1979, ODC made history as the first modern dance company in America to purchase its own home.  Two years later, ODC added a two-story rehearsal studio and office annex –further consolidating their role in nurturing scores of Bay Area and national artists. In 2005, in response to the growth and needs of the dance milieu in the region, the organization built and opened the ODC Dance Commons — a 23,000 square-foot arts facility. 

The ODC Dance Commons now houses a world-class dance company; Rhythm and Motion and ODC School, a professional, pre-professional, and recreational dance training program; a five-studio rehearsal and office complex; a healthy dancers’ clinic; and an internationally regarded presenting venue. ODC is now launching the final phase of its cultural campus building plan. 

“Over the past three-and-a-half decades, ODC has nurtured a broad community of support that has included artists and audiences, individual patrons and institutional funders, and a strong, committed board of directors,” said ODC Founder and Artistic Director Brenda Way. “This community is the bedrock of the Bay Area’s cultural vitality.  They share with us an understanding of the value and meaning of a dynamic inclusive contemporary arts scene.” 

The new ODC Theater, slated to open in 2011, will include:

· Raised mainstage ceiling for improved lighting and staging capabilities 

· Technical equipment upgrade for optimum lighting, sound, and multimedia presentation 

· Upstairs 50-seat venue for intimate work (complements the170-seat mainstage) 

· Reconfigured Theater lobby for pre-show activities and enhanced visual arts gallery 

· New third floor studios for expanding ODC School youth and teen programs, and additional rehearsal space for resident artists 

· New seating system—more comfortable, better sight lines 

· New high-volume heating/cooling units for adequate climate control 

· A corner café or bistro run by a local restaurateur

· More bathrooms  

· A new community media center (to be developed in partnership with Rapt Productions) for video review, editing, dubbing, uploading, and archiving needs
· New mezzanine level for onsite administrative and production offices 

· New tech booth

“ODC Theater, at barely 200 seats, remains a turning-point destination for scores of nationally and internationally acclaimed artists,” said ODC Theater Director Rob Bailis. “We have launched the West Coast careers of artists such as Bill T. Jones, Spaulding Gray, Eiko and Koma, Sara Shelton Mann /Contraband, and more recently KUNST-STOFF, LEVYdance, and Chris Black’s Potrzebie Dance Project. As international as our roster often is, our first commitment is to our immediate community. Central to our vision is the idea that artists of all levels need a place to start, a house of risk willing to incubate new ideas and carry them to fruition. First and foremost we invest in creativity; we respect rigor, form and wild imaginations.”

ODC Theater located at 3153 Seventeenth Street in San Francisco. The ODC Dance Commons are around the corner at 351 Shotwell Street in San Francisco. Photos, blueprints and hard-hat tours available upon request.

About ODC 

ODC, founded by Brenda Way in 1971, is a groundbreaking contemporary arts institution with longstanding roots in the San Francisco community. Considered the most active center for dance on the West Coast, the organization is unique for its fully integrated arts vision and its complex and far-reaching impact,
ODC/Dance, was originally called Oberlin Dance Collective and moved to San Francisco from Ohio in 1976. Among the first contemporary American dance companies to return to virtuosic technique and social context in avant-garde dance, ODC has introduced a generation of dance fans to the art form.  Known throughout the world for its athleticism, passion and intellectual depth, ODC’s company of world-class dancers performs its iconic repertory for more than 50,000 people annually. The Company’s three resident choreographers, Brenda Way, KT Nelson, and Kimi Okada, are considered among America’s major contemporary choreographers and have created a dynamic movement vocabulary over the last three decades that has significantly influenced dancers and choreographers alike.

ODC Theater, has the distinction of being the oldest contemporary dance producing and presenting organization in San Francisco.  The Theater presents year-round diverse programming in contemporary dance, ethnic dance, performance art & opera, music, local and touring artists, and educational programs.  The Theater provides access to more than 250 community artists annually and has significant training and mentoring programs for new and emerging artists. 

ODC School and “Rhythm & Motion,” hold over 180 classes a week for some 2000 professional, pre-professional, and recreational dancers of all ages with a range of training from modern and ballet to world dance and social dance. The School also includes off-site classes in the San Francisco Unified School District and its Pilot Program (co-sponsored with the Theater) annually selects and incubates emerging choreographers.

ODC Healthy Dancers Clinic, is a joint program of ODC and San Francisco General Hospital, providing free diagnostic care to those using the Dance Commons. Staffed six days a week by doctors, physical therapists and visiting joint and sports specialists, the clinic serves as a health resource and research center for the identification and treatment of dance injuries.  

Architect & Construction Team

ARCHITECT

Mark Cavagnero Associates is a San Francisco based architecture firm focused on cultural, education and civic projects. Since its establishment in 1988, the firm has completed a wide range of architectural and master planning projects, including large- and small-scale institutional, non-profit, commercial and residential projects. 

CONSTRUCTION TEAM

Since 1946, Oliver and Company has completed more than 1,000 new buildings in the Bay Area, ranging from modest industrial buildings to the most complex, high tech structures. By working collaboratively and proactively with architects and engineers, they can practically manage their efforts and, at the same time, offer insight into innovative building practices and practical measures that enhance the overall quality of the building. Oliver and Company successfully collaborated with ODC on the conception, construction and completion of the ODC Dance Commons. 

