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ODC Theater Presents SCUBA 2009's Final Weekend
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Minneapolitan Chris Schlichting brings his Walker Center co-commissioned, 70s inspired and conventional gender role messing love things to ODC Dance Commons the weekend of June 27 & 28; will be joined by San Francisco's own Katie Faulkner's The Road Ahead, Smoke and Orbit in final '09 performances of SCUBA, the national touring network created by ODC Theater, Velocity Dance Center in Seattle and the Southern Theater in Minneapolis 

  

Tickets: $18 general, $15.00 for seniors, students and children 12 and under at www.odctheater.org
San Francisco, June 2009 - SCUBA, the national touring network created by ODC Theater, Velocity Dance Center in Seattle and the Southern Theater in Minneapolis presents it's final 2009 performances the weekend of June 27 & 28 when Chris Schlichting, who hails from the Twin Cities, is paired with another ODC Theater Artist in Residence, Katie Faulkner. Schlichting’s choreographic fantasy built and de-constructed from 1970s Americana features a musical score shaped by the manipulative and emotionally saturated Top 40 music of the era. This contrasts with Faulkner’s lilting and carefully wrought presentations which will include a reprise of the memorable The Road Ahead, first performed during Litquake, 2008 

What: SCUBA National Touring Network – Chris Schlichting (Minneapolis); Katie Faulkner (ODC Theater Artist in Residence)
When: Saturday, June 27 @ 8pm; Sunday June 28 @ 7pm
Where: ODC Dance Commons – 351 Shotwell Street, SF
Tickets: $15.00- $18.00; www.odctheater.org

Chris Schlichting - love things  

Chris Schlichting uses movement that speaks in the gestures of memory. A choreographic fantasy built and de-constructed from 1970s Americana, love things slips through streams of vernacular and formal dance—a music score influenced by the synthesizer driven and emotionally saturated Top 40 songs of the period—treasured objects and memories of a clumsy childhood. 

Co-commissioned by the world-renowned Walker Art Center in Minneapolis—along with the Southern Theater—in 2008, the Walker described it as a work that asks us to “consider the construct of fantasy evoked by pop culture.” 

When asked to make a list of ten adjectives to describe his work he replied, “Large and small, formal and vernacular, cute, clean, awkward, detailed, busy, choreographed.”

Minneapolis Star Tribune dance critic Camille Lefevre noted that love things was “full of hilarious, touching and intriguing choreography... delivered with a singular virtuosity.”  

Five things to know about love things

•    love things is a choreographic fantasy built and de-constructed from 1970s Americana and inspired by Top 40 tunes of that period

•    love things was co-commissioned by the world renowned Walker Art Center and the Southern Theater in Minneapolis 

•    Choreographer Chris Schlichting hails from Minneapolis, where he is a student advisor for Architecture and Environmental Design students at The Unviersity of Minnesota's College of Design 

•    While there is no overt pop music in the piece, the score looks to the synthesizer driven, manipulative and emotionally saturated songs of the period as a platform to support the kinetics of the choreography

•    love things is born from ‘dance fantasies’ created by Schlichting and a group of Minneapolis collaborators that includes Jessica Cressey, Joanna Furnans, Justin Jones, Hannah Kramer, and Morgan Thorson

Katie Faulkner – The Road Ahead,  Smoke and Orbit

The Road Ahead is a re-staging of Faulkner’s well-received piece she did in collaboration with Litquake, 2008.  Based on an original piece by Bay Area author Tess Uriza Holthe, it is a meditation on death that according to dance critic Rita Felciano, “lusciously physicalized the internal process of dying.” As the main character struggles to let go of life, he must still deal with the emotional obligations to his three daughters. Those who saw the first production will surely remember the eerie finale featuring a flying coat that left the audience sighing. This re-staging is a second chance to see a piece that was performed one night only. Plans call for the author to read live for the performances. 

Smoke is the working title for a quartet that plays with the idea of disappearances. The type of disappearances where something or someone vanished, leaving no traces of their former selves. Smoke uses the mutability of shadows from a variety of light sources ranging from flashlights to overhead projectors, lights positioned on the body, and filmed imagery. 

Orbit—the tentative title of a duet between Katie Faulkner and former ODC dancer Private Freeman—explores the tension between the need for being simultaneously together and separate while experiencing the gravitational pull of intimacy and erotic power. 

Five Things to Know about The Road Ahead,  Smoke and Orbit

•    The Road Ahead is a restaging of the well-received one-night only performance that debuted at Theater Artaud during Litquake 2008

•    Road is based on original text from Bay Area Author Tess Uriza Holthe

•    Smoke incorporates a live performance by saw-player, Sara Gambin along with the sound designs of Heather Heise 

•    Smoke deals with the implications of disappearances, or more accurately people or things that vanish without a trace

•    The choreographer Katie Faulkner will dance a duet with Private Freeman in the tentatively titled Orbit, which explores the gravitational pull of intimacy and erotic power versus the impulse to individuate when two people find themselves being a couple

About Chris Schlichting
Chris Schlichting is a choreographer and performer living in Northeast Minneapolis.  His work has been presented at the Walker Art Center, The Southern Theater, Bryant Lake Bowl, Intermedia Arts, and Starr Street in Brooklyn, NY.  His upcoming solo, "trimming hairy pockets" will be performed April 25, 2009 at Danspace Project in NY as part of a Food for Thought evening curated by Tere O'Connor.  He has performed in work by David Gordon, HIJACK, Justin Jones,  and Morgan Thorson, including tours with Thorson's "Faker" to South Korea, Boston, Chicago, New York, and Jacob's Pillow in Becket, MA.  Chris advises undergraduates studying Architecture and Environmental Design in the College of Design at the University of Minnesota and he is an avid all-season biker.

About Katie Faulkner
Originally from North Carolina, Katie Faulkner received her MFA in dance performance & choreography from Mills College in 2002. Since graduating from Mills, Faulkner has performed the works of Bill T. Jones, Randee Paufve, Stephen Petronio, June Watanabe, Victoria Marks, Abigail Hosein, Kim Epifano and Ann Carlson. She has worked with several of these choreographers as a dancer with AXIS Dance Company, with whom she performed both locally and nationally from 2003-2007. She has enjoyed teaching students at institutions such as Santa Clara University, Marin Ballet, Mills College, Shawl-Anderson Dance Center and is currently on faculty at the University of San Francisco.

            Faulkner’s choreography and film work have been presented by the Renaud-Wilson Dance Festival, the WestWave Dance Festival, the Julia Morgan Center for the Arts’ Dance IS Festival, the Oakland Dance Festival, 8x8x8, ODC Theater and the Monterey Dance Festival. She has been commissioned to choreograph works for the Mills College Repertory Company, Kate Mitchell & Dancers, AXIS Dance Company and the University of San Francisco Dance Ensemble and has received support from the Zellerbach Family Foundation and the Theater Bay Area CA$H Grant. She was awarded one of two annual residencies as a part of the Shawl-Anderson Dance Center’s AIR (Artist-In-Residence) Program from January-June, 2007 and will be in residence at ODC Theater from 2009-2011 and the Djerassi Resident Artists Program in the Summer of 2009. She is an Isadora Duncan Award (Izzie) nominee in Visual Design with collaborators Benjamin Goldman and JC Earle for her 2008 piece ‘The Dry Line’ and she will be receiving a Special Izzie Award with Benjamin Goldman for her 2008 dance film ‘LOOM’ at the March 2009 awards ceremony in San Francisco.www.littleseismicdance.org

About ODC Theater  
ODC Theater’s mission is to empower and develop innovative artists. Its goals are to participate in the creation of new works through commissioning, presenting, mentorship and space access; to develop informed, engaged and committed audiences; and to advocate for the performing arts as an essential component to the economic and cultural development of our community. ODC Theater has been serving the Bay Area in this capacity in its current location since 1979.

ODC is known nationally for its entrepreneurial savvy and was the first modern dance company in America to build its own home facility in 1979. In September 2005, ODC opened its new performing arts center—the ODC Dance Commons, half a block from ODC Theater. Tripling ODC’s classroom, rehearsal, and performance space, the ODC Commons is fast becoming the most significant contemporary dance resource on the West Coast and a national destination for artists and arts enthusiasts. During renovation of ODC Theater—which will mark the completion of ODC’s arts campus—all ODC Theater performances will take place at ODC Dance Commons. www.odctheater.org 

About Artists in Residence Program
The Artist in Residence Program at ODC Theater offers a crucial intermediary step for those artists arriving at mid-career status. Individual artists and regional companies are offered commissioning, touring, national networking, and performance opportunities over 3 years. These artists in residence bring wonderful expression, variety, and quality to our city’s cultural life. 
More info here: http://www.odctheater.org/theater_innerpage.php?linkid=11&categid=77&subcategid=15

About the SCUBA Touring Network
SCUBA is paving the way for mobilizing dance in America. Now in its seventh year, the annual showcase shares the most innovative local dance companies with audiences in Seattle, Philadelphia and San Francisco. This multi-city touring circuit proudly co-created by ODC Theater, Velocity Dance Center in Seattle, and the Southern Theater in Minneapolis in 2003, and now includes Philadelphia Dance Projects. “In one evening, SCUBA gives you a glimpse of “the breadth of choreographic invention across the country.” (Minneapolis Star Tribune). 
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