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ODC/Dance unplugged presents a behind-the-scenes look at the latest dance piece by ODC Artistic Director & Founder Brenda Way

In Memory of the Forest

WHAT:    
ODC/Dance unplugged is a rare opportunity to get a behind-the-scenes look at the creation of new artistic work by ODC's three choreographers: Brenda Way, KT Nelson and Kimi Okada. This evening features a sneak preview of the latest work by ODC Artistic Director and Founder Brenda Way, In Memory of the Forest. A collaboration with video artists David and Hi-jin Hodge, composer Jay Cloidt, and lighting/set designer Elaine Buckholtz, In Memory of the Forest is an exploration of human will, resilience, and ingenuity. Way’s new work is inspired by her late mother-in-law, Iza Erlich, who, as a teenager in 1941, walked away from the Warsaw Ghetto. Ms. Erlich, who could always envision her story (which she recorded on four audio tapes) recounted through dance – was a strong believer in art and the power of imagination . In Memory of the Forest is Ms. Way’s paean to hope and the human spirit. The final work will premiere at ODC/Dance Downtown at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, March 12-29, 2009. 

WHERE:    
ODC Dance Commons, Studio B, 351 Shotwell Street, San Francisco

WHEN:    
Friday, January 30 at 7pm

(Complimentary wine reception at 6 pm)

PROGRAM: 
In the spirit of innovation and exploration, ODC/Dance unplugged offers new and returning audiences the chance to gather in ODC Theater to preview works-in-progress and to engage in a post-performance discussion with the artists and audience. This wildly popular series is the functional equivalent of the preview performance tradition in American theater. 

TICKETS:    
$18 (includes pre-show reception)
Available by visiting www.odcdance.org or at 415.863.9834

About ODC/Dance 

Founded in 1971 by Artistic Director Brenda Way, ODC is a groundbreaking arts institution composed of a world-class contemporary dance company, a theater and presenting organization, and a school.  Operating in San Francisco’s Mission District since 1976, and since 2006 at the beautiful ODC Dance Commons, ODC’s programs create access to contemporary art making for nearly 3,000 artists and students and 55,000 audience members annually.  The organization has received numerous awards, the most recent being the San Francisco Business Arts Council’s award for Exceptional Non-Profit Arts Organization – 2004 and recognition in the SF Bay Guardian’s Best of the Bay 2005, 2006 and 2007 edition as “Best Dance Company.”  Brenda Way is the recipient of the prestigious 2000 John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship and more than twenty years of NEA support. She was most recently invited to be a Resident of the Arts at the American Academy in Rome. For more information about ODC/Dance, visit the Company’s Web site at http://www.odcdance.org
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