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ODC/Dance Announces the Addition of Two New Company Members

SAN FRANCISCO, CA—ODC/Dance is pleased to announce the addition of two new dancers, Katherine Fisher and Jeremy Smith, effective immediately. Audiences can expect to see Fisher and Smith in ODC/Dance’s annual holiday favorite, The Velveteen Rabbit, November 23-December 9, in the company’s much-anticipated ODC/Dance Downtown at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts March 13-30, 2008, and in ODC/Dance unplugged events throughout the year.

“Jeremy Smith and Kate Fisher both bring to our dance company stellar discipline as well as truly generous work habits,” said KT Nelson, Co-Artistic Director of ODC/Dance. “It is a true pleasure to work with dancers who possess such a hunger for dance and joy of dancing.”

Katherine Fisher, a native of Baltimore, Maryland, attended The Baltimore School for the Arts. She later attended New York University's Tisch School of the Arts earning her BFA, cum laude in Dance and Cinema Studies. There she studied under and began dancing professionally with Sara Pearson. While based in New York, she had the pleasure of working with Janis Brenner and Dancers, Mark Dendy, Johannes Wieland, Ann Carlson, Jennifer Muller/ The Works and Moses Pendelton's MOMIX, with whom she toured extensively. As a choreographer, her work has been shown at Dancer's Respond to Aids, The Brooklyn Museum of Art, DanceNow, Here and Dance New Amsterdam. In collaboration with choreographer Breezy Berryman, Kate curated In The Company of Women, a dance festival bringing together the work of emerging and established female choreographers.

 

“I am so honored to dance with ODC/Dance, a company I have long admired,” said Fisher. “I feel so fortunate for this new challenging opportunity.”

Jeremy Smith has been dancing since the age of nine. After growing up in Florida, he moved to New York to join the Parsons Dance Company. For three years, he danced lead roles in many of Parsons Dance Company’s classic works, including Nascimento and The Envelope, and he received critical praise for his performances of the acclaimed solo Caught.  Simultaneously, Smith danced with Ben Munisteri Dance Projects and Lydia Johnson Dance as a guest artist. He’s enjoyed numerous international tours, gracing stages in many countries, including Israel, Italy, Greece and Brazil, among others. As a teacher, Smith has taught in schools and universities throughout the United States, as well as in the U.S. Virgin Islands and Italy.  He is a strong advocate for the integration of dance education in schools, and was strongly influenced as a teacher by Lynda Davis, Peter London, Zvi Gotheiner, and Sheila Humphreys. Smith is a graduate of New World School of the Arts High School and Florida State University, graduating Summa Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree.

"I'm thrilled to work in such an artistically sound environment, filled with spirit and intellect,” said Smith.  Instead of being just another dancer, I feel respected as a person too."
About ODC/Dance 

Founded in 1971 by Artistic Director Brenda Way, ODC is a groundbreaking arts institution composed of a world-class contemporary dance company, a theater and presenting organization, and a school.  Operating in San Francisco’s Mission District since 1976, and since 2006 at the beautiful ODC Dance Commons, ODC’s programs create access to contemporary art making for nearly 3,000 artists and students and 55,000 audience members annually.  The organization has received numerous awards, the most recent being the San Francisco Business Arts Council’s award for Exceptional Non-Profit Arts Organization – 2004 and recognition in the SF Bay Guardian’s Best of the Bay 2005, 2006 and 2007 edition as “Best Dance Company.”  Brenda Way is the recipient of the prestigious 2000 John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship and more than twenty years of NEA support.  For more information about ODC/Dance, visit the Company’s Web site at http://www.odcdance.org.
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