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ODC/DANCE PRESENTS ITS 38TH ANNUAL SPRING SEASON

ODC/DANCE DOWNTOWN

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE TWO WORLD PREMIERES BY ODC’S CELEBRATED CHOREOGRAPHERS, COMMISSIONED SCORES BY MARCELO ZARVOS AND JAY CLOIDT, LIVE MUSIC PERFORMANCES, AND ORIGINAL VIDEO DESIGN

MARCH 12 – 29, 2009

NOVELLUS THEATER AT YERBA BUENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS, SAN FRANCISCO

SAN FRANCISCO, January 5, 2009–Back from a hugely successful engagement at the Joyce Theater in New York, ODC/Dance, San Francisco’s internationally acclaimed contemporary dance company, returns to the Novellus Theater at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts March 12-29, 2009 for its 38th annual spring season, ODC/Dance Downtown.  

ODC/Dance Downtown features one world premiere by ODC Founder/Artistic Director Brenda Way: In the Memory of the Forest, and one world premiere by Co-Artistic Director KT Nelson: Grassland. The spring season also features five repertory favorites. 

After a spate of socially motivated works, Ms. Way turns to a deeply personal topic in the world premiere of In the Memory of the Forest. Ms. Way’s new work is inspired by the experience of her late mother-in-law, Iza Erlich, who, as a teenager in 1941, walked away from the Warsaw Ghetto. With a girlfriend, she set out across Poland, Germany and Russia to find her future husband who had departed months earlier. Iza recorded her memories on a set of four audiotapes and always imagined that her story might be material for a dance. “Iza, a social worker by trade, believed in the power of art to communicate emotional experience,” said Ms. Way. “Her story of intrigue, grit, and humor offers a hopeful note in our own tumultuous times.” 

In the Memory of the Forest is an exploration of resilience and ingenuity.  It is Ms. Way’s paean to the human spirit.

Ms. Way has assembled a world-class group of collaborators for this new work. Video artists David and Ha-Jin Hodge’s stunning footage, shot at White Oak Plantation during ODC’s 2007 residency, serves as a component in her new work; composer and longtime ODC collaborator Jay Cloidt’s commissioned score features excerpts from Ms. Erlich’s audiotapes; and acclaimed lighting designer and visual artist Elaine Buckholtz, who has worked with Merce Cunningham and Meredith Monk, will serve as light designer and visual director for the collaboration. 

Ms. Nelson reunites with acclaimed Brazilian pianist and composer Marcelo Zarvos in the world premiere of another of Ms. Nelson’s explorations of nature, grassland. This is Ms. Nelson and Mr. Zarvos’ second collaboration—Mr. Zarvos also created the score for Nelson’s celebrated work Stomp a Waltz (2006), about which the San Francisco Chronicle proclaimed “The full company is given hungry, space-eating slides and lunges, and attacks them with gusto.”

Mr. Zarvos, who has written for virtually every medium — from dance to the concert stage to Academy-award nominated films to television and theater — has developed a new musical score for string quartet and piano inspired by Nelson’s Grassland. The all-star chamber group includes Music Director René Mandel (violin), former Los Angeles Philharmonic cellist Gianna Abondolo (cello); Berkeley Symphony concertmaster Franklyn D'Antonio (violin); San Francisco Opera Orchestra violist Joy Fellows (viola); and Zarvos on piano. The group will perform live on March 12, 13 and 14th. 

ODC/Dance Downtown also features the return of Ms. Way’s 2008 work, Unintended Consequences: A Meditation, set to music by renowned performance artist and musician Laurie Anderson. This work, commissioned by San Francisco’s Equal Justice Society, shines a critical light on the current state of political affairs and our inadvertent complicity in them. 
Ms. Way’s Origins of Flight (2008), set to music by Heinrich Biber, Arcangelo Corelli and Johann Heinrich Schmelzer is another feature in this year’s program. Commissioned by long-time supporter Evelyn Feintech in memory of her late husband, Origins of Flight takes the power and joy of a long and generative relationship as its take-off and landing point. This year the New York Times proclaimed of the work: “Here the choreographer delights in speed, playing with counterpoint as she sends the dancers hurtling through space. You get the sense of an endless day, endless possibilities.” 

Also in the line-up is Weird Weather (1996), Ms. Way’s stirring exploration of natural phenomena and driving rhythms, set to music by the Hohner Percussion Ensemble.
Ms. Nelson brings back her 2008 work, Hunting and Gathering, a demanding, raw and ultimately delicate trio set to music by Bryan Eno and David Byrne. 
This season also features the return of Ms. Nelson’s highly-charged and sensual full company work, They’ve Lost Their Footing (2000), set to music by the Swedish rock-folk group Hoven Droven. Dance Magazine wrote of this piece: “With its stumbling and collapsing but constantly rebounding action, Footing managed the impossible: to be both bucolic and urban.” 

ODC/Dance’s company of 11 dancers, Daniel Santos, Anne Zivolich, Yayoi Kambara, Corey Brady, Quilet Rarang, Elizabeth Farotte, Jeremy Smith, Aaron Perlstein, Vanessa Thiessen, Robert Dekkers and Dennis Adams (apprentice), will grace the Yerba Buena stages in this season’s ODC/Dance Downtown.



A special Opening Night Celebration will mark the Company’s return to Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Tickets for the special evening are $90. Following the performance, a festive reception at the Yerba Buena Forum will provide a welcome opportunity to meet the artists of ODC and their celebrated collaborators.

A Small Plates performance on March 19 at 6:30pm is specially designed to cultivate a taste for modern dance. Twenty-dollar seats, complimentary drinks and appetizers, and a one-hour performance make this popular after-work event an ideal opportunity for the curious or uninitiated newcomer to sample ODC/Dance.

The ODC Dance Jam, ODC’s youth performing company, will also perform Kari, a new work by choreographer Erin Derstine during the Family Matinee on Saturday, March 28. 
Tickets for ODC/Dance Downtown performances are priced from $10 to $45. To order tickets by phone, please call 415-978-ARTS (2787), or visit www.ybca.org or www.odcdance.org.  For more information about ODC/Dance please visit www.odcdance.org

 
ODC/Dance, founded by Brenda Way in 1971 was formed as the Oberlin Dance Collective and moved to San Francisco from Ohio in 1976. Among the first contemporary American dance companies to return to virtuosic technique and social context in avant-garde dance, ODC has introduced a generation of dance fans to the art form.  Known throughout the world for its athleticism, passion and intellectual depth, ODC’s company of world-class dancers performs its iconic repertory for more than 50,000 people annually. The Company’s three resident choreographers, Brenda Way, KT Nelson, and Kimi Okada, are considered among America’s major contemporary choreographers and have created a dynamic movement vocabulary over the last three decades that has significantly influenced dancers and choreographers alike. ODC is a groundbreaking contemporary arts institution with longstanding roots in the San Francisco community. Considered the most active center for dance on the West Coast, the organization is unique for its fully integrated arts vision and its far-reaching impact. Unlike virtually any other arts organization in the nation, ODC sustains ODC/Dance, world-class dance company; the ODC Commons, a five studio rehearsal and office complex and home to ODC School & Rhythm and Motion, a professional, pre-professional, and recreational dance training program; ODC Theater, a nationally regarded presenting theater; and The Healthy Dancer Clinic, a joint program of ODC and UCSF.

CALENDAR EDITORS, PLEASE NOTE:

ODC/Dance Downtown 2009, featuring two World Premieres by ODC/Dance:


WHEN:

7pm

Thursday, March 12, Opening Night Gala (two World Premieres) 

8pm 

Friday, March 13, Program 1

8pm 

Saturday, March 14, Program 1

6:30pm
Thursday, March 19, Small Plates (Wine & Appetizers 5:30 pm)

8pm 

Friday, March 20, Program 2

8pm 

Saturday, March 21, Program 2

8pm 

Thursday, March 26, Program 2

8pm 

Friday, March 27, Program 1

2pm 

Saturday, March 28, Family Matinee

8pm 

Saturday, March 28, Program 2

2pm 

Sunday, March 29, Program 1

WHERE:


Novellus Theater at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts Theater, 700 Howard Street, San Francisco

PROGRAMS

Program 1 • March 12, 13, 14, 27, 29

Origins of Flight (2008), CHOREOGRAPHER, Way/ MUSIC, Biber, Schmelzer, Corelli
Hunting and Gathering (2008), CHOREOGRAPHER, Nelson/MUSIC, Eno, Byrne
Grassland (World Premiere), CHOREOGRAPHER, Nelson/ ORIGINAL SCORE, Zarvos (live music)

Program 2 • March 20, 21, 26, 28

They’ve Lost Their Footing (2000), CHOREOGRAPHER, Nelson/MUSIC, Hoven Droven

Unintended Consequences: A Meditation (2008), CHOREOGRAPHER, Way/MUSIC, Anderson/ SET, Nichols

In the Memory of the Forest (World Premiere), CHOREOGRAPHER, Way/ORIGINAL SCORE, Cloidt/VIDEO, Hodge/VISUAL DESIGN, Buckholtz 

Small Plates & Family Matinee • March 19, 28
They’ve Lost Their Footing (2000), CHOREOGRAPHER, Nelson/MUSIC, Hoven Droven
Unintended Consequences: A Meditation (2008), CHOREOGRAPHER, Way/MUSIC, Anderson/ SET, Nichols

 Weird Weather (1996), CHOREOGRAPHER, Way/MUSIC, Hohner Percussion Ensemble SET/Nichols

*ODC Dance Jam will perform at the Family Matinee on March 28.
TICKETS:

$90.00 – Opening Night Celebration – Performance and post-performance reception

$45.00 – Performance Only Tickets for Opening Night Celebration 

$45.00 – Gold Circle Seats – Center Orchestra

$30.00 – Premium Seats – Upper and Lower Side Orchestra, Terrace Center

$15.00 – Economy Seats – Terrace Sides

$20.00 – Thur, March 19, 6:30pm Small Plates – general seating

$15.00 – Sat., March 28, 2pm Family Matinee – 17 years old and older – general seating

$10.00 – Sat., March 28, 2pm, Family Matinee – 16 yrs and younger, general seating

Available by calling 415-978-ARTS (2787) or online at www.ybca.org

For more information about ODC Dance, visit the Company’s website at http://www.odcdance.org
Editors please note: Photos and b-roll are available by contacting Mona Baroudi, 415.615.2735 or via email at mona@odcdance.org. 
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